The true cost of ecumenical friendship in Poland

The recent article by the undersigned author on the accession of the Baptist church in Legionowo,

Poland, to the country’s deeply compromised ecumenical Baptist denomination

requires—regrettably—a word of clarification.

In the course of the article we made passing reference to the unequivocal expressions of support for
the objectives of ecumenical rapprochement being made by Zbigniew Modnicki of the Soli Deo Gloria
Evangelical Church in Lodz, who as the church’s senior pastor enjoyed sponsorship over many years

from the European Mission Fellowship. Try as we might to obtain information, there was one matter

that we were quite unable to resolve: there was something, or rather someone, missing.

EMF has unpersoned someone before, of course. Perhaps no one will remember Mariusz (precisely
because it was effective), the erstwhile EMF golden boy who was sent to serve in the group in Lodz. In
what seemed like no time at all, he was expunged from the mission’s discourse with barely a word of
notice (let alone an apology to supporters for squandering their money), but it was clear he had done

something very out of order.

Then came Jerzy. After completing the EMF training course, he went on to study at another theological
college and then at yet another, claiming all this was necessary as he was going to go to Poland and
start a seminary. Following this, he embarked on a doctoral programme (he needed it to go to Poland
and start a seminary). At this point, he circulated at least two “prayer” letters in which, alongside
reminding his donors that he was going to go to Poland and start a seminary, he solicited help for his
friend Mariusz, who had fallen on hard times and was having to work as a lorry driver to support his
family: “Mariusz believes ... that in order to be better equipped for the demanding work in Poland, he
should undertake study at a Reformed Seminary. Hence we are looking for a sponsor for Mariusz’s
studies.” The letters also evidenced a good knowledge of other well-tried methods for working an
audience: “After Jerzy’s preaching and testimony ... a couple immediately decided to give us some
money for the house in Poland. The money had been saved in the bank for their children’s new
computer as a Christmas gift. We were very touched ... most of our supporters are not very rich and
do not enjoy a luxurious life style.” Meanwhile, among the group that was waiting for him in Poland,

the man had become quite literally a laughing stock (“he’s coming to Poland to start a seminary”). With
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the doctorate quietly abandoned, and the house never taken up, he settled in a small cause in the UK

and became a chilling embodiment of the second son: “I go, sir: and went not.” But we digress.

Mariusz was soon replaced in Lodz with great fanfare by EMF’s next golden boy, Wieslaw Kamyszek.
The latter quickly and quite unnecessarily caused a deep rift (by returning from the UK to push
Calvinism on what he knew to be an Arminian congregation) that led to the foundation of the Soli Deo
Gloria congregation (persecution, real or engineered, is a productive generator of funding; we have
seen several instances), which he went on to pastor for many years along with Zbigniew Modnicki. But
in preparing the previous article we were somewhat confused to find that Mr Kamyszek had apparently
just ... well ... disappeared. Where was he? Had he been called to another pastorate? Emigrated to the
United States, perhaps? Surely he had not been removed from this present world before his time, as

was the unfortunate Jerzy in 2021?

The mystery has only now been resolved with the recent publication by Krakow-based Roman Catholic

publisher Salwator of a short book entitled Zaskoczeni odkryciem. Swiadectwa (Surprised by Discovery:

Testimonies). Bearing the imprimi potest of Fr Jozef Figiel, Provincial Superior of the Polish Province of

the Roman Catholic Society of the Divine Saviour, and subtitled Droga protestantow do Kosciofa
Katolickiego (Protestants’ Journey to the Catholic Church), the book is written by the said Wieslaw
Kamyszek, his wife Aleksandra, and their daughter Oliwia, and gives the authors’ accounts of their

decision to join (in Mr Kamyszek’s case, to rejoin) the Roman Catholic Church.

It is not our primary purpose here to engage with Mr Kamyszek’s reasons for returning to Roman
Catholicism, except to say that they seem so very superficial, particularly in view of what Mr Kamyszek
should know from his days posing as a Reformed pastor. Unsurprisingly, the reasons centre around
aspects that readily appeal to innate human pride—this, of course, is the diabolical genius of
Romanism—the supposed antiquity of the true, Roman, church; the fragmented nature of
Protestantism (as if the unity enforced by the papacy does not hide divisions that run far deeper and
an unparalleled level of what is, quite frankly, putrefaction); the belief that the Roman Eucharist
involves much more than a mere symbol that cannot give eternal life; the assurances of Roman
Catholic theologians that justification, and in fact all spiritual movements of man towards God, find
their beginning in Divine grace (Mr Kamyszek knows very well that “beginning” with grace is very far

removed from the principle of soli gratia—as far different, in fact, as the word pairs

Page 2 of 6


https://www.salwator.com/zaskoczeni-odkryciem--swiadectwa,1840,862,produkt.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imprimi_potest
https://www.sds.pl/nowy-prowincjal-polskich-salwatorianow

The true cost of ecumenical friendship in Poland

“repentance”/“penance” and “impute”/“impart” are similar, in each case a tiny difference of only

three letters encapsulating the entire enormity of the Reformation).

We also note that Mr Kamyszek underscores the fact that this move is the result of his own “choice,”
made as an adult, and, reluctant as we are to turn the attention onto Aleksandra and Oliwia, we note
the surprising circumstance that all three of them made the same choice at the same time, and that
Mr Kamyszek, as a Reformed pastor, had formerly baptised his own daughter when she was only
11 years old. Oliwia relates that she was drawn into Roman Catholicism by her Catholic boyfriend,
whom she met through an ecumenical dating site straight after the very painful breakup of
a relationship that had gone on for six years. Desperate not to lose the new one, she “had no intention

of converting” him, currently her husband.

Of much greater importance for our purposes, however, is that it is evident from Mr Kamyszek’s
account that he never believed the things he professed to believe while receiving support from EMF
(precisely because he has not yet been the subject of the New Birth), that he himself was acutely aware
of this from at least the year 2007, and that he continued to lead his undiscerning sponsors on a merry

dance for many more years.

We hope we made plain in our previous article how that at ecumenical love-ins in Poland there is
a very strict pecking order to be observed, a pecking order that works to keep the men in suits down
at the bottom. Readers should understand, therefore, that although the Roman Catholic Metropolitan

Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Lodz, Cardinal Grzegorz Rys, is more than delighted to post on the

Archdiocesan website the videos featured in the previous article showing Zbigniew Modnicki at some
of these dos, it goes without saying that no one ever seriously expects the Cardinal to turn up in person
to such shows. Not to something like that. Not in a place like that. The Baptist Church in Lodz—just

take a look at the inside. The Cardinal is a big noise, and most readers in the UK simply have no idea

how big a noise a man like that is in Polish society. He wears a pallium, presented by Pope Francis, its
pure white throwing into relief the amaranth red that sets him aloft—he elects popes. He doesn’t do
Baptists. But when the pastor of a miniscule group whose meeting place turns the Baptist building into
a cathedral wants to return to the fold, it is the chief shepherd of the archdiocese that takes personal
charge of the whole matter (yes, we do know he was only a metropolitan archbishop at the time, not

a cardinal). We repeat our point from the previous article that no matter what explanations are now
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brought forward, Mr Modnicki’s enthusiastic attendance at these meetings cannot be interpreted in
any other way than as an expression of his support for the great underlying assumption of the “that
they all may be one” movement—that they are already one by virtue of their being members together
of the true Church of Jesus Christ—and that Cardinal Rys can be quietly confident that in spite of the
many theological difficulties yet to be overcome, he nonetheless has even the Soli Deo Gloria

Evangelical Church on board. We now see just how right he is in that confidence.

And yes, of course there were warning signs, very early on in fact, but the following single example

illustrates a critically important principle.

A conference held in April 2014 brought together a number of Pentecostal, Baptist, and other church

leaders. Readers able to browse the official photographs of the occasion might recognise two other

former golden boys who have also taken Reformed agencies in the UK for a ride (no one in the UK ever
stood down over this, no apologies were ever made, no action ever taken to mitigate the serious
damage done). More perceptive readers will recognise other figures, too, about whom much might be
said, but not here, not today. Readers of the previous article will of course recognise the Rev. Dr

Mateusz Wichary (an alumnus, by the way, of the Highland Theological College—thanks guys).

Also present at the 2014 conference was Zbigniew Modnicki, clearly visible in the photographs and

video footage. And while the senior EMF pastor and mentor was apparently happy to sit and listen to

what was, quite literally, doctrines of devils (from a former Grace Baptist golden boy; also abruptly

removed from the record), his mentee and junior EMF pastor Wielsaw Kamyszek, sitting beside him,

was in the thrall of seducing spirits, lapping up the very poison that sealed his undoing, swallowing it
down hook, line, and sinker. In the book, Mr Kamyszek relates how that by 2015 he was even “angry,
furious at” his Bible-believing father-in-law who, in the final stages of terminal cancer, displayed such
“hope and peace ... He had faith. In prayer, he thanked God for what had happened to him.” Have we
never met people who cannot bear the faith of someone standing on the promises? Just the promises?
Soli gratia? Cowed by the pronouncements of theological authority, Pastor Kamyszek found himself
unable to bear it either. And while his book Surprised by Discovery: Testimonies. Protestants’ Journey
to the Catholic Church gives special credit to the influence of Ulf and Birgitta Ekman’s The Great

Discovery: Our Journey to the Catholic Church, it was Mr Kamyszek’s mentor who took him there.
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In our previous article, we posed the question: “Is this what comes of maintaining a friendship with
the local ecumenical Baptist pastor?” The Word of God shows in numerous ways how evil
communications corrupt good manners, with strict warnings not to keep company with some. When,
however, we begin to keep step with (consider the adjective pair tokto¢ and &taktog, and in
2 Thessalonians 3.6 the cognate adverb ataktwcg) the purveyors of falsehood, and when we then begin
to respect or even fear their advanced, Bultmannian theological degrees, defer to their theological
opinions, and treat them as go-to wise men on church affairs, we have fallen in step behind them and
have become their devotees (consider the cognate verb tdoow in 1 Corinthians 16.15). They become
callers or cuers, pied pipers leading itching ears to inevitable and mutually assured sudden destruction.
The fruit of egregious refusals to observe the Biblical duty of first-degree (i.e. primary) separation, such

as those to which we have drawn attention in this and the previous article, will always be the same.

The quality of missionaries being sent to Poland, as well as of Polish workers finding support from
foreign agencies, consistently falls well below any standard that might reasonably be expected. We
might adduce several recent examples of adultery, drunkenness, and worse, but do not want to give
the impression that any of the people referenced up to this point in this article are in any way
associated with these cases. One missionary engineered his own persecution and then lied about being
rejected for his Calvinism, in order to secure funding from gullible supporters in the UK—while they
may not have realised that the Polish Baptist denomination does, in fact, number several ministers
among its ranks who profess Calvinism, can anyone seriously be surprised that the denomination
should decline to extend ministerial accreditation to a paedobaptist? Another consistently lies about
his divorce and remarriage, creating consternation and division when the facts become known. The
“Evangelical” theological seminary in Wroclaw, about which we have written before, predictably (the
undersigned writer warned about the first signs of this fourteen years ago) now has an LGBT
malignancy firmly and irrevocably embedded—all with missionary personnel and money, some of

them and it British.

Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ trenchant criticism of Roman Catholicism, too, was unpersoned, expunged from
the Polish translation because it was an embarrassment to the ecumenical golden boys behind the
publication, who deleted some wholesale and replaced the rest with brief, oblique references to cults

(sparing the blushes of their Seventh Day Adventist friends by having the author refer instead to
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Mormonism)—using words which Dr Lloyd-Jones never wrote, making changes that have never been

reported to unsuspecting financial supporters.

One missionary pastor removed the mid-week Bible study meeting to the pub; another missionary,
a truly macho individual, amongst other antics had the youth group going to the local cinema for all-
night film marathons (whatsoever things are pure? of good report?)—until his downfall; another

missionary pastor frequents nightclubs (Gospel Halls beware: the new face of the Plymouth Brethren

in Poland), with others following his shocking example—does any pastor wonder that adultery lieth at

the door of The Boy From Ipanema, seeking whom she may devour? Church services once marked by

simple, sober, and humble worship are turned—by the missionaries—into theatrical shows and

concerts of the proud, complete with smoke rising out of the bottomless pit. The promptings to

sanctification (not to mention the calls to service, or the evangelistic arguments) consciously written
into the words still sung at church services only two decades ago have themselves been all but
unpersoned, embarrassments expunged from the lyrics used at worship meetings today to accompany
the musical forms of the nightclub, pushed aside by an in-your-face disregard for Christian holiness
and the means to achieve it, the bad coin now driving out the good in all except the most backward
pockets of conservative parochialism, the junk food of the karaoke band producing congregations who
are at once obese and undernourished, entertainment-centred and focussed only on the moment, at

greatly increased risk of numerous forms of disease, every wind of doctrine. And the missionary

pastors, including those armed with diplomas in pastoral theology from British institutions, do not

seem to understand even this.

It only remains to ask why this should be the case, and to wonder if it is really the missionaries who

are to blame, or those who select, train, and send them?

Peter Nicholson, Katowice, Poland

20 September 2024
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Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: and that

we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.
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